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10 February 1P53 


Msmoramter. for Mr. Dalle* 

Subject j Comment cm "Seme Major vJueBtion*" re kSC 135/3* JSC 1U1* et el. 

1. Tbit baa tiiree apparent facet* i 

(a) Take-over eg Soviet alec territory . *e bare estimated 
that the IrmaliiTvoe'ld not take grave risk* of general war by Military 
counteraction in the event of a quick and cueoeasful beaters ooup in 
Albania. (SE-3S* 18 December* para, ll) We have no other estimate of 
the Arm alia reaction to subversion or military action against part* of 
the Soviet Sloe. Everywhere else along the perimeter of the Bloc* 
eave for the Viet Minh areas of Indochina* any direct military action 
would anoounter either Soviet or Chinese Ccawuniot feroes almost Iraaedt- 
ately* ao that the use of any destem fore a large enough to be effec- 
tive would appear automatically to involve grave risk of general war, 

(b) Internal strength tad eojoglga of the 3 lop . Vo estimate 
that at present the tromlin baa "tight eentrol bethoi" 'the USafi and of 
the European satellites* and that the Chinese Communists have fine con- 
trol ovar mainland China, t, JtiK-dh (fart I)* 12 Kovamber I9$2i National 
Intelligence Digoat* II-A-1) CIA has also estimated that this con- 
dition will continue through i#5h* (Digest, Part I* perns. 6-3.) 

Neither in the latter estimate nor elsewhere has there been any judg- 
ment as to whether this would hold in the event of a greatly increased 
0® effort* or how offoetlve eeoh an effort might bo in preparing the 
way for a labor collapse of Comma 1st power. The BSC lj^/3 theory of 
eventual Soviet decay la neither an sorted nor contradicted by any 
estimate. 

(e) Coamanlst strength out si de the Bloc . Bare the possibil- 
ities for reducilbhof Soviet" power <55 influence are obviously very 
great. Frames* Italy, and Latin America are notable examples. What- 
ever the degree of success* the methods used are not such as to create 
grave danger of general war. 


2. There la no estimate bearing on a situation of approximate 
power equilibrium . Bn the period defers the Soviets develop a "*#- 
psach capability" (any 3-5 years) there will be great danger that the 
free World would be lulled by an aoseeee of Soviet gain into failing 
to build or maintain local defenses. (This is omphasised by tha 
eontrlbutiona to the pending NXE-bS.) When the Soviet# do develop 
a "one-punch capability* inch requiring atonic parity)* the danger may 
bee case rather Free World paralysis -by-fear — that the Soviets could 
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threaten local action with ruthless atonic blackmail. Ah I recall. 
Chip Bohlcn thought lest susutur that the Soviets were unlikely to 
pl* 3 T this game to the hilt* bat the temptation would certainly exist. 
W* have no relevant estimate hut oar 10-year estimate* Sfc-35, speaks 
of the danger that the Krsalin right believe that* although the re- 
lationship waa in balance at a Liven moment, a trend in favor of the 
Mwt developing, or Western actions, actuaiXydefensive in intent, 
had an offensive purpose. In other wards* the Iraslia would be very 
edgy even in an "equilibrium" state. 


h» A e stated in paragraph 1. above* our present estimate is that 
the Soviet Bloc governments are firaly in control* No listing 
estimate goes deeply into Soviet Bloe vulnerabilities to political 
warfare. 


5. Existing estimates are that Jugoslavia and Spain can be counted 
on to fight, at least In their areas. (NH-2?/2 and MIE-3U) And 
certainly, ws would way that Naguib, Ofaisng, 3a© Oat* and Phibul Beag- 
le'®* are asset a in varying degree. Obviously, Ideological repugnance 
to these men affect# the attitude of other noa-Ccarauaiet countries* 
but sash repugnance appears to have declined In the last three years* 
notably with respect to Spain and Yugoslavia. 


6. Bo comment. 


7. The pending bIE-5$> desicnetratee that, in quantitative and 
overa l l terms* Free World dependence cat the Soviet orfc&t is noi greet. 
Total Eaet-Vest trade is now at only about 13.3 billion per year (both 
ways), or 2*5 percent of the total international trade of Western 
countries* Bo Bos tom import from the Bloc la strategically Important 
to the Boot as a whole 1 however* many items are turn of major importance 
to individual countries (e*g.» lumber and coarse grains to the UE* seal 
to Swodsn and Denmark) . The pending draft estimates that complete 
severance of trade would alraoot certainly cause economic dislocation. 
While alternate Western source* exist for what is now imported from the 
Bloc* it would take time to work out nm markets* chipping, financing, 
etc. Meanwhile there would be a measure cf unemployment* reduced pro- 
duction* and balance of payments problems. 


8. The Summary Evaluation of lovember 1?52 concluded that the 
Soviets could no* inflict serious damage on the OS. The A-bomb stock- 
pile ie estimated at 110 ft present, rising to 30Q by aid-1955. there 
are an estimated 1150 TD-Ji'b now, and production ie at 20 per month. 
Piston heavies and jet mediums are believed to be on the way* for 
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operational t»« by .id-19S5. All to all* toe atwj 111 

th# nacativae (Tht iupportittg papers bo R>C Uil ^ 

nonetheless believe that present yyr»» ere adequate, jJdtoeme^Jtog 

that they have fallen way behind end hw provlde mly 

defense. NSC 11*1 concludes otherwise and «jnj 

tional progra* over the neat three years ******' 

ba for AAA, iatarcaptors, ate*, aa<J SI *5 bMAioB far ra<w.; 

/f-0 6»n~sm. +*l4' 

/#. We believe that both factors at ill work against a d*Ubw*^ 
choice of general way by the soviets. On the whole *• t *"**?_!* 

de-eapbaslse the first and to strode the eeccnd a» the major preront 

deterrent. (Digest, II-A-7- ) 


1*. iio copaaent. 
3 3U No comment. 
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